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the 30th of June in that year. This treaty granted
the right of settlement in Switzerland to all French-
men, without distinction of creed. The Constitution
of 1848, however, only granted the right of free
settlement to those Swiss citizens who belonged to
the Christian faith. The Swiss Jews immediately
availed themselves of the treaty to demand a re-
vision of the Federal Constitution in order that they
might be placed on the same footing as their French
co-religionists. On the soth of September 1864 the
Federal Assembly ratified the treaty with France,
although the rights of settlement accorded were con-
trary to the provisions of the Constitution of 1848.
On the same day, however, it invited the Federal
Council to report on the question as soon as possible,
and to present a scheme in which the right of settle-
ment should not be affected by the religious belief of
the citizen. The Federal "Council replied to this
request by a message of the ist of July 1865. In
their report, however, they did not confine themselves
to the one subject, but enumerated several points
which, in their opinion, might be profitably added or
amended. Most of these suggestions were concerned
with the right of settlement; the others proposed that
the federal government should have its legislative
domain extended, and should be empowered to take
measures to protect literary and artistic copyright, to
regulate commerce and transport, and to establish a
uniform system of weights and measures.
^ On the 14th of January 1866 the electors were
summoned to vote on the new articles proposed by
the Federal Assembly. Of the nine amendments
which were submitted to the referendum, two only